62                         THE STEEL GLAS.

The {lately lord, which woonted was to kepe

A court at home, is now come vp to courte,

And leaues the country for a common prey,

To pilling, polling, brybing, and deceit :

(Al which his prefence might haue pacified.

Or elfe haue made offenders fmel the fmoke.)

And now the youth which might haue ferued him,

In comely wife, with countrey clothes yclad,

And yet therby bin able to preferre

Vnto the prince, and there to feke aduance:

Is faine to fell, his landes for courtly cloutes,

Or elfe fits flill, and liueth like a loute,

(Yet of thefe two, the lafl fault is the leffe :)

And fo thofe imps which might in time haue fprong

Alofte (good lord) and fervde to fhielde the Hate,

Are either nipt, with fuch vntimely frofls,

Or elfe growe crookt, bycaufe they be not proynd.

Thefe be the Knights, which mold defend the land,
And thefe be they, which leaue the land at large.
Yet here percafe, it wilbe thought I roue
And runne aflray, befides the kings high way,
Since by the Knights, of whom rny text doth tell
(And fuch as mew, moil perfect in my glaffe)
Is ment no more, but worthy Souldiours
Whofe ikil in armes, and long experience
Should flill vphold the pillers of the worlde.
Yes out of doubt, this noble name of Knight,
May comprehend, both Duke,  Erie, lorde, Knight,
Yea gentlemen, and euery gentle borne.           (Squire,

But if you wil, conftraine me for to fpeake

What fouldiours are, or what they ought to be

(And I my felfe, of that profefsion)

I fee a crew, which glister in my glaffe,            Souldiours,

The braueft bande, that euer yet was fene:

Behold behold, where Pompey commes before,

Where Manlius, and Marius infue,